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Burton Manor HQ visit " thrilled”
|{ Sport

Minister

STAFFORD'S Burton

Manor Sports Asso-
ciation was ' unique”’
and " way ahead of its
time.”

“The set-up here is excellent

. and exactly what we want to
Watching members of the  see all over the country”, said
karate club in action — My Denis Howell, Minister
Mr Howell and associa-  with special responsibility for
tion president, Mr R.  gport after touring the associ-
Evans, ation’s headquarters at Hyde

’ Lea, Stafford, on Friday.

Mr, Howell said he was “thrilled”
to see at Burton Manor what he had
been trying to encourage through-
out the country for the lasttwo years.

“There s no sport in isolation
which is good. It makes little sense
to pour money into, aay, cricket pit-
ches when they sre only used five
months a year,” he pointed out

‘FAME’

Mr. Howell sald that he had not
been surprised by what was happen-
ing at the association,

"It's fame preceded my visit so
I knew more or less what to expect.”

I'he actual form of the club, he
continued, was unigue in this
country,

“It is certainly way ahead of its
time, for a special governmentwork-
ing party is preparing a report at
present which recommends exactly
what s already here at Burton
Manor.”

Mr. Howell said that while he
was impressed with the associations
big thinking he wanted to see "even
bigger thinking.”

‘I would like to see all-weather
outdoor facilittes and they should
get in touch with the education autho-
rity to see facilities are fully used.”
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Mr Howell (sitting, right) looks over a plan of Burton and tries out a billiards af‘;ny school,” he continued.
Manor with association officials. table. Mr. Howell said that the associa-

tion's facilities could be opened to
schools and individuala in off-peak
hours,

* COUNTY ‘MUST NOT LIVE ON | rmeseo

"I've also been impressed with

] the calibre of people running the
club and the depth of their thinking,”
he continued,

And for the future, Mr. Howell

o AR ORDSHTRE must not rest Copland, the High Sheriff of Staf- pard and the town clerk and chief sald that the association should con-

118 . o Staff, tinue to think ahead.
yast achieveme > B > officer b rd, Mr. Derek Al p .
st achievements, said Sir.  fordshire, Colonel C. Boote, the officer of Stafford, Mr. Derek Al “The important thing is to get

| a long-term plan and then we will
| try to assist in development here.”
On his arrival at Burton Manor,

Wheeler, president of the Mayor of Stafford, Clir. S. Shep- mond.
hire Society, atthesociety’s y e R,
sident's luncheon, held
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an Hotel, Stafford, on

Seturday
“We must go on in these modern
sald Sir Charles a former
of the Royal Academy,
r progress uponus,
Alence of ourgoods
our integrity high

ercome us.”
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Mr. Howell talked for over an hour
about the development of the associa-
tion with officials, including the presi-
dent, Mr. R. Evans, and the secre-

tarv. Mr, 8. Yarrow.

I'hen he visited thebuilding, chat-
ting with members and waiching

| thein take part in various sports,
! including badminton, judo and bil-
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